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There were 23 delegates from Burma representing
different interests, and their appointed task was to devise
the ways and means for a new Constitution based on the
separation of Burma from India. At the close of the Con-
ference, the Prime Minister announced the decisions of
the Imperial Government, giving an outline of their pro-
posals, the main points of which are stated below :

(1)  The Legislature is to be bi-cameral.

(2)  The   Upper   House  would  consist  partly  of  elected
and partly of nominated members and would be about
one-third of the size of the Lower House, consisting
at the outset of 120 to 130 members.

(3)  Members of the Lower House would be directly elected,
and the electoral system would be so devised as to
ensure the adequate representation of minority com-
munities and of special interests.

(4)  The Ministry would consist of about six but not more
than eight Ministers appointed by the Governor and
collectively responsible to the Legislature.

(5)  The Governor must have special powers in regard to :

(a) Defence and External Affairs.

(6) The administration of the Shan States and other
" excluded areas."

(c)  The administration of reserved subjects.

(d)  The direction  of monetary  policy, including  ex-

change, currency and coinage ; the proportion of
the rights and interests of officers recruited by
the Crown or the Secretary of State.

(e)  A continuance of the present discretion on behalf

of the Crown to refuse assent to legislative measures
and to return Bills for reconsideration.

(6)  The Statute would provide for the appointment of a
Financial Adviser to the Government and the establish-
ment of a Public Services Commission.